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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

We are in the season of Lent but Easter Sunday is 27th 

March this year. Easter is always a time for great 
celebration – Jesus Christ came to give us life, life in all 
its fullness and it is through the cross and resurrection 
that we see God’s love demonstrated. Jesus is the 
risen Christ: risen from the grave, risen to give us hope, risen to give us 
freedom, risen to give us joy. 

This year we will be focusing on the freedom that comes from following 
Christ; freedom to be the people God would want us to be, freedom to 
express our faith without fear, freedom to value all of humanity.  

Together we are called to serve God’s people in the world: the young 
and the old, the stranger and the friend, the insider and the outcast. 

Together we are witnesses to the glorious resurrection and the promise 
of a life filled with hope.  

Easter is a time to look forward to longer evenings and the warmth of 
spring and summer, a time when we’ll see the blossom appear of the 
trees and flowers coming into full bloom.  

As a church we are welcoming a number of new people into our 

fellowship, Steph Whittle was received into membership on 28th 
February, two more people are being welcomed this Spring: Solaya 
Wambua and Judith Enang. It is always a joy to see more people join 
our fellowship and each one is an encouragement to the whole 
fellowship. 

During Lent this year I have been exploring different ways into prayer, 

joining with the Chaplaincy team each Tuesday evening for an end of 
day prayer time together. I always enjoy praying with other Christians 
and this is enriched by being with Christians from different traditions.  
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Alongside these regular times of prayer, I also spent a day on a retreat 
with other URC ministers, during which we engaged in prayer and 
contemplation. For those of us who spend so much time immersed in 

words, it was good to simply rest in the presence of God rather than 
thinking about the words to pray - for those who would like to try this 
approach I can recommend a couple of books by David Cole of 
Waymark Ministries. 

Prayer has been in the news recently as I have mentioned in several of 
my sermons. The finding that 42% of the UK population have engaged 

in prayer, is surprisingly high. Perhaps you think it is surprisingly low!  

Either way I am encouraged to hear that many people both within and 
beyond the church are praying - perhaps you can encourage 
someone by offering them a free booklet entitled ‘try praying’ - we 
have plenty available in church, please pick one up at any time. We 
will have extra copies of this booklet available during our ‘Prayer Week’ 

in June, when the church will be open from 9.00 am until 9.00pm every 
day of the week. 

Our monthly ‘Songs of Praise’ services at Lakeside Care Home continue 
to be appreciated, Please continue to support our services with your 
prayers and do join us if you can on Wednesday afternoons at 2.30pm. 

The service of thanksgiving for the life of Les Dray (on 4th March) was a 

very special day, which was not surprising, for Les was an amazing 
person who dedicated himself to serving others. Les was our Church 
Administrator when I arrived at Park URC in 2003 and his advice, support 
and guidance was invaluable as I settled into my new role. I’m sure that 
many, many people will treasure their memories of Les and all he 
contributed to the life of our fellowship.  

As we celebrate this Easter let us remember the promise of new life for 
all believers, let us join with the disciples in affirming: ‘The Lord is risen 
indeed!’(Luke 24:34) and may the risen Christ bless you and all your 
loved ones. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rob 
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Church Family News 

Again this month we must begin Family News on a sad note, by 
reporting the passing of Les Dray on February 21st. He had been 
seriously ill for the past few months and since February 1st was being 

cared for in the Parkside Care Home.  

Les and his wife Hilary had a long association with Park URC, and 
moved their membership here after the closure of Trinity Church in 
Queens Road. They served here as Church Secretaries and as Elders, 
and after Hilary’s sad death in September 1999, Les took on the role of 
Church Administrator. He was also a lay preacher, leading worship 

here, and an active member of the Wednesday Prayer group, taking 
his turn in leading worship there. These are just some of the roles for 
which we shall remember him.  

We send our love and sincere sympathy to Sue, Helen, Jackie, Phil and 
David and all their families.  

We welcome Steph Whittle, shown here, 
who became a church member on 
February 28th, with best wishes for the 
future, wherever it takes her.  

We are very glad to report that Mick and 
Maureen Plummer moved into their new 

home at Douglas Bader Court, Woodley, 
on February 17th. We send our very best 
wishes for the future there. And somewhat 
belated good wishes to Marion Brake, 
who celebrated a special birthday in 
January. 

We continue to be concerned for members and friends receiving, 
awaiting or recovering from treatment, among them Jenny King, Peter 
Short, Eileen Day and Elizabeth Knox. It was good to see Sylvia Wise in 
church for the past two Sundays, but we are sorry to hear that her 
husband Geoff is in hospital again. We assure all these friends of our 
prayers.  

 Doreen Woods 
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Les Dray – some personal memories 

The constraints of the magazine deadline prevent me from compiling a 

detailed account of Les’ life, but these few recollections will perhaps fill 

the gap until next month – can we please ask anyone to add their own 

contribution? 

I first got to know Les and Hilary when they transferred their membership 
to Park after the closure of Trinity Church, which they had attended for 
many years, and were active members.   

They soon became very much a part of the life of the church, and 
when Les was Church Administrator it seemed he was always the first 

port of call for any problems with the church buildings. 

Les had many interests and activities. Apart from his contribution to the 
Scout movement in Berkshire (which I’m sure we shall deal with more 
fully later), he was a very keen photographer (his work often was 
published in this magazine), and also, as a lifelong resident of Reading, 

he was interested in recording local history and the current life of the 
town. He was an active contributor to the online Reading Forum. When 
the University of the Third Age investigated the area round Hosier Street 
demolished to build the IDR, he contributed some lively reminiscences 
of working on the old buildings there. 

We had a mutual interest in attending the URC Holiday Forum. I had 

been once or twice before Les and Hilary began to attend. I think they 
first went to find out more about the URC when they took on the role of 
Church Secretary, but they soon became enthusiastic supporters and 
attended every year. Colin Ferguson, in his message to Forum friends, 
says 

“Dear Friends of Forum, You will be sorry to hear that Les Dray passed 

away this morning. As those who were at Forum last year would have 
noticed he was very poorly then but determined to be at what he 
knew would be his last time with us. Les was a good friend to Forum. It 
was the last time he and his wife had a holiday together. Over the 
years he arranged our technical arrangements and only gave that up 
when failing eyesight and other health problems made it difficult.” 

We have received a number of messages about Les from his friends at 
Forum: “such sad news, he will be much missed”; very sad news, a 
lovely man.”  

I’m sure there is lots more to say, please let us have your memories. 
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Doreen Woods 
 

Wednesday Morning Prayers 

In a sermon about prayer recently, Robert referred to the benefits of 
meeting with the other chaplains at the University for prayer at the end 
of the working day.  

It is also very helpful to meet for prayer at the beginning of the day, 
and for many years there has been an opportunity to do just this at Park 
on a Wednesday morning at 9.30 am.  

A few of us take turns in leading, and we use prayers from a variety of 
sources. There are also opportunities for sharing concerns and silent 
prayer. It is a very peaceful time. 

We meet in either the Small Hall or David’s Hall, or even, in the summer 
when we don’t need heating, in the church. We should be very glad if 
friends would join us – just ring the bell at the side door.  

It lasts about half an hour, and if you have time to stay, we share a cup 
of tea or coffee afterwards. 

So why not think about joining us one Wednesday? It might become a 

habit! 

Doreen Woods 
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Park’s Harvest Show 2016 

On Saturday 24th September 2016, Park will be 
holding its Harvest Show, for members and 
friends of all ages to take part in.  There will be 3 

categories for each item – adults, 9-14’s, 8yrs 
and under.   

To cover costs, all adult entries will be charged 50p per entry.  Entry 
forms will be available from June, and then should be with Helen 
Durrant or Suzy Weston by Sunday 18th September.  

Two years ago, we had a fantastic number of entries for the show, and 

hope that this year will be just as successful.   

During the afternoon, the show will be open for everyone to enjoy, and 
cream teas will also be served.    

Watch this space for further information!  

Flowers 

• An arrangement in an unusual container (base area no larger 
than 20 inches, 50cm in any direction) 

• An arrangement consisting of anything organic other than 
flowers in a container of your own choice (base area no larger 
than 20 inches, 50cm in any direction) 

Home-grown Fruit and Vegetables 

• 4 tomatoes   

• 4 runner beans  

• 4 potatoes    

• 2 eating apples   

• Most comically shaped vegetable 

• Heaviest marrow  

• An animal made from vegetables 
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Baking  

For all classes you may use your own recipe – but must be made from 
basic ingredients (no packet mixes!) 

• Victoria sandwich   

• 6 decorated cupcakes 

• 6 Cheese scones 

• 6 squares of savoury or sweet flapjack 

• A small savoury loaf (using ingredients such as tomato, olives, 
etc) 

• Jar of jam 

Crafts  

• Greetings card for a birthday  

• Knitted or crocheted item     

• Embroidered picture (using any style of embroidery) 

• Quilted item – hand or machine  

• Hand painted or hand drawn picture 

• Item made of wood and natural materials (base area no larger 
than 20 inches, 50cm in any direction) 

Photography  

All photographs must be taken by yourself, printed up to but no larger 
than A4, and not been entered in any other competition.  

• Family life   

• The Wonders of Nature  

• Town and country views 

• Holy places   

• A manipulated photo of your choice  

Photos may be entered framed or unframed. 

Helen Durrant & Suzy Weston 
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Letters 

I would just like to say a big thank you to the church 
musicians and singers. 

They enhance our services and uplift us. Thank you for your time given 

to learn and rehearse. 

Janet Howes. 

A few days ago Rob received a very encouraging message from one 

of the Lakeside residents:  

‘I felt I just had to write to you and others from Park Church, to say how 
much your monthly services have been blessing me, and several other 

residents here as well…  

I am not well enough now to actively join in at church - but I just 
wanted to thank you for coming to Lakeside.  It is like a breath of fresh 
air for me!’ 

Property Maintenance News 

The scaffolding above the church porch has now been removed, the 

repairs to the lead flashing along the edge of the church roof are 
finished and the lettering above the church porch now reads ‘Park 
Church’.  

Our lighting system for the stage in the Large Hall is in need of some 
updating, we are grateful to Tony Durrant and Dave Jones who are 
looking into the requirements and arranging for the necessary work to 

be completed by November.  

The existing dimmer packs for the lights have been in operation for 33 
years; we know, because it was Tony that built them! 
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Fundraising this Year 

We thank Frances Lancaster and her team of helpers who organised 
the Quiz and evening meal on 27th February. Whilst our development 
project has been completed we still have a small loan of £10,000 per 

year, to repay to the Wessex Synod.  

At the church meeting the following activities were confirmed. We 
hope that you’ll be able to support some of these events, which will 
help raise funds and give us opportunity to share fellowship together. 

• 23rd April Evening meal and quiz 

• 14th May Coffee morning and plant sale in Spencer’s Wood 

• 9th July BBQ and games in Palmer Park 

• 24th Sept  Harvest show, supper and barn dance 

• 27th Nov Christmas Fair 

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on 
posters in the church halls.  

 

All of the events, like the recent quiz above, are being held at Park URC 
except the ‘Coffee morning and plant sale’ which is at the home of 
Chris & Yvette Gayford in Spencer’s Wood, Chris and Yvette have 

requested all the keen gardeners in our church to plant a few extra 
seeds now, for the plant sale in May! 

Fundraising team 

Churches Together in Reading - Highlights 

Chaplaincy in Reading College - this is going well and supported by the 
college itself. They meet regularly with the students and have found 
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innovative ways to engage with the students. There is a vacancy for 
another chaplain if someone felt called to this work.  

Chaplaincy in Oxford Colleges - The success in Reading led to CTiR 

being asked to provide chaplaincy support in Oxford colleges. Michael 
Penny has been making links with Oxford churches to support this work 
as we cannot do this from Reading. This work is also developing well 
although cannot be rushed as need the right people to volunteer.  

There will be a Walk of Witness in central Reading starting at 11.00am 
from St Lawrence Church on Good Friday.    

Easter Service at Forbury Gardens will again take place at 8.00am with 
the Salvation Army band with refreshments after at Abbey Baptist. This 
year for the first time this may be recorded by Radio Berkshire.   

Graham Fuller, CTiR Treasurer has managed to secure a grant to cover 
the additional expenses of setting up the Oxford chaplaincy. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service in West Reading was well 

attended and Lent groups have been set up.  

Gaye 

Prayers on Display 

‘Prayers on the Move’ is a new campaign from SPCK which includes a 
series of prayers in 3,000 London Underground train carriages. 

SPCK have placed 

hundreds of prayer 
posters on Newcastle 
buses and 3,000 ads on 
the London 
Underground. The 
campaign is supported 

by a free prayer 
booklet and app, a 
website and a host of events, including a public Prayer Walk with the 
Bishop of London from Westminster Abbey to Trafalgar Square. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd Justin Welby, said: ‘One of 
my key priorities as Archbishop of Canterbury is to encourage and 

facilitate a renewal of prayer. I’m delighted to endorse SPCK’s Prayers 
on the Move initiative, which, I hope, will inspire and equip people to 
pray, whoever and wherever they are.’  
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A new YouGov survey, commissioned by SPCK, shows that two in every 
five UK citizens pray – more than believe in God or take part in 
organised religion. The Rt Revd John Pritchard, chair of SPCK, said: ‘The 

results of the survey are fascinating.  Even in what we are told is a 
secular society, 42 per cent of people pray. Of these, a quarter pray 
daily, and more than half pray at least a few times a month. The 
prayers we are placing on public transport are designed to enable 
people of all faiths or none to give praying a go.’ 

The results from the survey show that people who pray are most likely to 

ask for help for other people (68%) and that 60% of people who pray 
believe prayers can be answered. The regions where people are most 
likely to pray are north-east and south-east England (both 48%). 
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An Easter Reflection 

Working in Russell Square, London, my office looks out over the British 
Museum, and in the somewhat rare quiet times I can sometimes 
escape from deadlines and emails long enough to pick my way 

through the camera-wielding Chinese tourists and noisy school parties 
for a lunchtime browse around the galleries of the  museum.  

It was on one of these recent visits to the Roman antiquities gallery that 
that I came across an amazing set of four small carved ivory relief 
panels, shown here and on the cover of this month’s magazine. 

These carvings date to late Roman times and are said by the experts to 

be the world’s earliest surviving depiction of the Crucifixion in a 
complete narrative context. 

In the first panel Jesus carries his cross whilst Pilate looks on washing his 
hands. Peter slumps at Jesus’ feet around a charcoal burner in front of 

the pointing fingers of his accusers, a cockerel crowing over his 
shoulder.  
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In the second panel, the crucifixion scene, Jesus is carved gazing 
impassively outwards, flanked by Mary and John and the Roman 
centurion. Behind the head of Jesus there is the Latin inscription, REX 

IVD ‘King of the Jews’  

Judas, a spilled 
bag of coins at 
his feet, hangs 
limply from a 
tree, his eyes 

closed and feet 
drooping 
lifelessly. 

The third panel 
shows the empty 
tomb with its 

doors flung 
open, 
surrounded by 
the two women 
and the sleeping 
soldiers. 
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Finally, the last triumphant panel shows the risen Christ surrounded by 
the disciples, an unbelieving Thomas shown placing his finger into the 
wound in Christ’s side. 

 

It’s amazing what you can find on a quick lunchtime break a few yards 
from the office, and even more amazing to think that a long forgotten 
Roman craftsman was so inspired by the Easter story that he carved it 
on those four small pieces of ivory, carvings that have been educating, 
amazing and inspiring Christians for close to two millennia. 

So as I stood in front of that glass case on that grey January lunch-time, 
I couldn’t help but reflect that there in front of me was the oldest 
surviving Christian carving in the history of the world, and behind me 
were the world’s two billion Christians, united by that same inspirational 
Easter message. 

Happy Easter. 

Rod 

Reading Half Marathon 

I do not claim to be a runner but I can say that I have been training 
hard in my 'free time' for the Reading Half Marathon.  
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I will be running on Sunday 3rd April! So, whilst you are all in church, 
please pray that I will make it around the 13 miles!! To spur me on, I am 
raising money for a charity called Aspire 2.  

Aspire 2 was established through the efforts of head teachers and 
governors in the 10 South Reading schools which form the 'Whitley 
Excellence Cluster' (WEC.) The charity was 
established to run trips,  day activities and 
community events throughout the year for 
those in and around Whitley.  

£10 provides a place on a day trip for a child 
who may not do anything else in their holiday.  

I am always amazed after every holiday, when 
asking my class what they have done, the thing 
they share has normally been arranged by 
Aspire 2. This could be a trip to the seaside or a 

day at Legoland.  

About a year ago, I became a partner of the charity and the work that 
goes into making these events successful wouldn't happen without the 
time of the trustees and partners and the kind donations that allow us 
to provide these opportunities for our children. To find out more about 
the charity please look at our web page www.aspire2whitley.com 

If you would like to sponsor me please go to my online donation page 
which is 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/aspire2readinghalf2016  or you 
can follow the link on the church Facebook page! Alternatively, speak 
to me!! 

Thank you  

Frances Lancaster 
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Words of Reassurance 

I recently came across this prayer, by Bishop Ken Untener of Saginaw, 
with these inspiring and reassuring words for all of us: 

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.  

The kingdom of God is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond 

our vision. 

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent 

enterprise that is God's work.  

Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of saying that the 

Kingdom always lies beyond us. 

No statement says all that could be said. 

No prayer fully expresses our faith. 

No confession brings perfection. 

No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 

No program accomplishes the Church's mission. 

No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 

This is what we are about. 

We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future 

promise. 

We lay foundations that will need further development. 

We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in 

realizing that. 

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an 

opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest. 

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference 

between the master builder and the worker. 

We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs. 

We are prophets of a future not our own. 

This prayer was drafted for a homily by Cardinal John Dearden in 

November 1979 for a celebration of departed priests.  

As a reflection on the anniversary of the martyrdom of Bishop Romero, 
Bishop Untener included in a reflection book a passage titled "The 
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mystery of the Romero Prayer." The mystery is that the words of the 
prayer are often attributed to Oscar Romero, but they were never 
spoken by him. 

Course for Church Treasurers 

You may be aware that we are seeking a new treasurer for Park URC, if 
you are interested in finding out more then there is a training course run 
by the ‘Association of Church Accountants and Treasurers’ that may be 
of interest and we would be happy to pay for your attendance. 

Foundation Training Course to be held at Old Alresford Place, Alresford, 
Near Winchester, SO24 9DH on Saturday 23rd April 2016. 

The Course will cover: 

• The Role of the Treasurer  

• Legal & Financial Overview  

• Budgeting  

• Principles of Charity Accounting  

• Systems, Records and IT  

• Employment  

• Gift Aid and GASDS  

• Year-end Routines  

• VAT and LPWGS 

Whether you are new to the role or have been in post for many years, 

you will find something in the course to benefit you.  

The cost is £45 and includes all course material, refreshments and a 
buffet lunch. Registration will be from 9.30 am onwards for a prompt 
start at 10.00 am and will finish at 4.00 pm.  Places are limited to 40 so 

please book early. To book a place visit our website: 
http://www.acat.uk.com/alresfordfound.html 
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CTEER Climate Change Talk  

Dr. Darrell Hannah spoke of the reasons Christians should care for our 
planet and how God took a pride in his creations which has been 
mentioned many times in the Bible.  

He spoke of the concerns that the CO2 levels ppm (parts per million) in 
2013 was 400 and now it has passed this to reach 400.18ppm.  Some 
say it is levelling off, but others say that 2015 was our warmest year and 
therefore it is not.  

At the Copenhagen summit they discussed the increase in temperature 
of 2 degrees or less being achievable. At the Paris Summit it was 

agreed that we should aim for 1.5 degree as being achievable and 
promises were made for this.  

If the global average is 5-6 degrees we will see irreversible chaotic 
change like that which triggered the last ice.  

He explained about the prolonged drought in Syria 8 years ago which 

resulted in loss of livelihoods/livestock for many which forced them to 
move to the cities. This contributed to the civil war and led to 
displacement of people; then more drought and problems for people 
displaced which has reached the tipping point with Isis moving in.  

As the ice caps melt and heat is absorbed, suddenly temperature starts 
to rise and with methane released which is a greenhouse gas worse 

than carbon. 

So, what can Christians do? 

Some say it has all been fixed at Paris so that is that. He referred us to 1 
Timothy 1 6-8 ‘How to live more simply.’ A car shouldn’t be a status 
symbol but an electric car with solar panels might be a solution. Darrell 
does not have a car and travels by bike or public transport. However, 

he recognises he has a small condensed parish so can cycle around – 
others have 3-4 churches to look after which needs a car. He 
mentioned that cruises are a terrific damage to the environment. 

Darrell does fly as otherwise he would not see his family in US but he 
does so sparingly.    

He suggested we should reduce our meat consumption and confirmed 

that 80% of fossil fuels are unburnable. Yet, he stated, £674bn pounds 
was spent in looking for more. He asked us to be aware of investments 
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in oil/gas and to look at the carbon bubble – these can be overvalued 
and risky investments. 

He gave information that famous names like Kodak, Blockbusters, 

Olivetti are all gone. People who have money in Shell/BP could find 
these will be gone in the future. Do we want churches to invest in these 
companies? He has been trying to get the Church of England to agree 
disinvestment for fossil fuels when many like BMA have already done so.  

Shell put up a poster in 2015 in London of a big red balloon which was 
supposed to represent the carbon that would be buried underground. 

However, this project is not functioning yet although the posters may 
give rise to thinking it is taking place.  Darrell stated that the amount in 
the poster would relate to 0.1% of carbon emitted per hour can so the 
poster does not have any real substance.  

Pope Francis has been spurring people to read about the environment 
and challenged those in authority to protect God’s world.  Darrell 

suggested writing to your Synod of Church of England/URC or the 
Methodist conference. The Methodists are doing work about the Tar 
Sands but not about the oil/gas. We should also write to our MP’s. The 
current government subsidises oil/gas but this is not green energy. We 
should disinvest from fossil fuels and switch to Ecotricity which is good 
energy. 

Websites which give more information are:    

350.org and www.operationnoah.org (this is a Churches Together 
initiative about climate change and the purposes of God’s will). 

Gaye 
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This month at the University of Reading.  

We celebrate the 90th anniversary of the granting of 
our Royal Charter, and continue our celebratory 
programme of events: on 8 March we celebrate our 
unique heritage (and International Women’s Day!) with 
the Edith Morley Lecture, in honour of the first woman 

to be appointed the title professor in a British university. 
Professor Morley was appointed Professor of English 
Language at Reading in 1908. 

On 23 March our Annual Cole Lecture will be delivered by Professor 
Camille Parmesan. She will discuss the impact of man-made climate 

change on animal and plant life. 

We also celebrate the launch of our brand new campus in Malaysia 
with a special Spring Concert on 5 March. 

Finally, if you’re feeling sporty, we’re hosting the Reading Sport Relief 
Mile on our fabulous Whiteknights campus on 20 March. 

We look forward to welcoming you to an event soon. 

URC Holiday Forum 2016 

Every year folk from the United Reformed Church and other 
denominations gather at The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, 
DE55 1AU, for a time of fun, faith and fellowship.   

The week is filled with worship, themed talks and children’s groups, 
which are followed by discussions, practical activities, coach trips, 

quizzes and films. 

This year the theme is “At Home in a Strange Place” and will be led by 
Rev Michael Jagessar.  Worship is being led by the Revd John Lee and 
Rachel Lee from Thatcham, Berkshire. 

Forum takes place from Saturday 20 August till Friday 26 August.  Full 
price adult cost begins at £360 full board and concessions are 

available. 

For more information visit www.urcholidayforum.org.uk 
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Spring Cleaning in March 

We have a Spring Cleaning day planned for Saturday 
12th March which will begin working in the church 
from 10.00 am and after lunch in David’s Hall we’ll 

move through to the other halls.  

The aim will be to declutter where necessary and 
dust/polish /vacuum those parts that are beyond the reach of our 
regular cleaning team.  

All ages are invited but children will need to be closely supervised by 
their parents. We will provide some equipment but you are invited to 

bring additional cleaning cloths, vacuum cleaners, dusters etc. 

Rob Weston 

Park United Reformed Church Directory 

Every few years we produce a Directory of members and friends of Park 
URC which includes name, address, phone number, email address for 
all those who wish to be included. The Directory is only distributed to 

those who are included and is not passed on to anyone else.  

All the data has now been updated and we hope to have the new 
Directory issued by the end of March. 

Suzy Weston & Helen Durrant 

Lent Study 

Our Lent Study is based on ‘The King’s Speech’ – began with a showing 

of the film on 8th February in the Lounge at Park United Reformed 
Church. The study continued from 15th February until 14th March.  

This has been a fascinating study, looking at a wide range of issues, 
based on the real life challenges of King George VI and the people 
that supported and encouraged him to overcome his speech 
impediment.  
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March Calendar 

Wed 2nd 9.30 am  Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Finance and General Purposes 
Committee 

Fri 4th Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Services at All Saints Downshire Square at 11 am, 
and Earley St Nicolas at 2.30 pm 

Sun 6th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

  3.00 pm Messy Church 

  7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

Mon 7th 7.30 pm Lent Study Course 

Wed 9th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  2.30 pm Service at Lakeside Care Home 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Sat 12th from 10 Spring Clean of Church and Halls 

Sun 13th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

Mon 14th 7.30 pm Lent Study Course  

Wed 17th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun  20th  9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship for Palm Sunday 

  12 noon Church Meeting 

  7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

Mon 21st  7.30 pm Lent Study Course 

Wed 23rd  9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Thur 24th  Maundy Thursday Joint Service  

venue to be confirmed 

Fri 25th  Good Friday Walk of Witness, and 
lunch(details to be confirmed) 

  3 00 pm Service at Park URC 

Sat      26th        Decoration of the church for Easter 

Day 
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Sun  27th 8.00 am   Easter Day Service in the Forbury 
Gardens 

  8.30 am   Easter Morning Communion service and   

breakfast 
  10.30am  Easter Morning Worship with Holy 

Communion 
Wed 30th 9.30 am   Morning Prayers 

Training for Learning and Serving (TLS) 

A new and exciting opportunity to learn and grow in Christian 
discipleship is to be launched throughout the United Reformed Church 

in 2018.  

In preparation there will be a phase by phase process in which TLS 
winds down some of what it offers and new transitional opportunities 
will come into place. The first stage in this process will be that this year 
(i.e. for the academic year beginning in September 2016) TLS will not 

enrol any new course members on the Foundation Course.  

One year “Gateway” courses on worship, pastoral care, prayer, 
evangelism, and developing community experiences will continue and 
will start as usual in September 2016, with a closing date for applications 
of 31 May.  

The Prospectus http://www.urc.org.uk/discipleship/education-and-

learning/training-for-learning-and-serving.html provides information 
about these courses and how to go about enrolling on them.  

Please take a look and see if there is something there for you. TLS Local 
Introductory Training Experiences (LITE) offers short courses for local use 
at any time and can be purchased through United Reformed Church 
Publications http://urcshop.co.uk/training/tls-lite-publications.  
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   home: 0118 966 8647 

   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark   phone: 0118 935 2324 
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Treasurer: 

Alistair Knox    

Assistant Church Secretary: 

Simon & Jenny King   

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone:  
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 

support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 10.30 am Fitness Pilates 
 1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.00 am Morning Prayers 
 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.00 pm Beavers 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 
Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9;45 am Tuneful Tales 
 10.30 am  Reading MenCap 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2.00 pm Active Living Tai Chi 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
 7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 
9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community  

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  
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